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BellSouth Corporation ("BellSouth"), pursuant to Section 1.43 ofthe Commission's

rules, I respectfully requests an immediate stay of the effective date of the rule adopted in the

above-captioned proceeding 2 that limits the time a telephone number may be held in reserve

status to 45 days. 3 As detailed more fully below, the Commission should stay the effective

date of this requirement until it has had an opportunity to fully assess the impact on

customers and develop a more complete record on the appropriate length of a reservation

period.

The 45-day reservation rule - which becomes effective July 17,2000 - will cause

substantial and irreparable harm to customers. In fact, various government entities,

businesses, and other organizations have explained in detail how this restrictive time interval

will harm them.

I 47 C.F.R. § 1.43.

2 Numbering Resource Optimization, CC Docket No. 99-200, Report and Order and
Further Notice ofProposed Rulemaking, FCC 00-104 (reI. Mar. 31, 2000) C'NRO Order").
The NRO Order becomes effective July 17,2000.

3 NRO Order, ~ 23; to be codified at 47 C.F.R. § 52. 15(f)(l)(vi).
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(1) The State of Illinois, Department of Central Management Services explains:

We view that the Order, in its present form, will greatly harm our ability to
cost-effectively deliver services to our 150,000 line constituency. We see
our situation as common across the nation for any equivalent class of large
business or government customers.

Loss of the ability to install additional "lines" in a pre-defined
number range will severely hamper, if not prevent, our ability to further
deploy service offerings using ISDN for switched video services.

Further, we see that our ability to deliver service in a timely
manner will be seriously diminished.... We see the 45 day ... rule[ ]. ..
as being inappropriate for our applications.... Large projects with
hundreds of phones will always take more than the 45 days allowed under
your number "Reservation".4

(2) The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center states:

· .. A 45-day maximum would be detrimental to our ability to plan and
implement communications, both in the short and long term ....

Without flexibility to reserve numbers, a logical numbering plan will be
replaced with an incoherent and illogical numbering scheme that will be
difficult to manage and confusing to our customers.

· .. The Numbering Resource Optimization will put an undue hardship on
our operation and could affect our ability to serve patients.s

(3) The State of Indiana, Department of Administration states:

· .. we see that our ability to deliver service in a timely manner will be
seriously diminished.... We see the 45 day ... rule[ ] as being

4 Letter from State of Illinois, Department of Central Management Services, to FCC, CC
Docket No. 99-200 (no date).

S Letter from Rick Bryant, Executive Manager, Telecommunications, University of Texas
MD Anderson Cancer Center, to FCC, CC Docket No. 99-200 (dated May 19,2000).
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inappropriate for our use.... the 45 day rule will seriously impact a major
installation that will most likely take longer than 45 days. 6

(4) The Belton School District explains:

Without the ability to reserve telephone numbers over an extended period,
we will not be able to have assurance that we have a dialing plan in our
phased cutovers.

When we disconnect a Plexar station number, we can not be guaranteed
the reuse of that number at a later time because upon disconnect these
numbers would be available for other users. As a result, we may not be
able to retain our 4 digit dialing plan and may not even be able to retain
our NXX.

If we cannot keep the numbers that were built into our Plexar for future
use, my business will suffer a severe negative impact. We will lose our
basis for our communications plan under Plexar, cause confusion for our
users and our customers or patrons.7

(5) The Deputy ChiefInformation Office of Florida explains:

... Florida has 174 Centrex systems with over 170,000 lines that will be significantly
impacted if a service provider's ability to reserve a specific NXX is limited to 45
days. As a large volume user providing Centrex services to state agencies,
universities, local governments, school districts, and non-profit organizations through
multiple service providers, this department relies heavily on being able to maintain a
number block concept for the simplification and efficiency of our consolidated
support systems. Processes, such as billing, inventory, trouble reporting and
resolution, stand to be negatively affected if numbers are no longer reserved by the
State for assignment within a logical sequence based on the state Centrex user.

6 Letter from Thomas 1. Gedig, State ofIndiana, Department of Administration, to FCC, CC
Docket No. 99-200 (no date).

7 Le~er from Gary Crabtree, Belton School District #124, Director Finance/Support
SerVIces, to FCC, CC Docket No. 99-200 (no date).
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· .. In essence, the discontinuation of reserved numbers for government Centrex
systems will have a profoundly disruptive effect on state government efficiency and
public service. 8

As these letters convincingly demonstrate, subscribers will be adversely affected by

the 45-day reservation period. To minimize this harm, BellSouth strongly urges the

Commission to grant an immediate stay of the effective date of this rule until it has had an

opportunity to fully assess the impact on customers. The Commission should not ignore the

serious and irreversible implications of this new rule.

A stay will also allow the Commission time to reconsider the 45-day time limit and

review additional comment on a more appropriate reservation period. BellSouth intends to

file a petition for reconsideration requesting that the Commission increase the reservation

period.9 BellSouth believes that the time period recommended by the North American

Numbering Council ("NANC") NRO Working Group - a one-year limit with a one-time

extension of six months - is a more reasonable approach. Once the Commission better

understands the needs of large-volume customers and how the 45-day rule will disrupt their

operations and plans for future growth, there is a strong likelihood that the Commission will

modify the 45-day rule.

Moreover, a stay will allow the Commission additional time to review NANC's

forthcoming recommendation regarding the imposition of fees for extensions of the

reservation period. The Commission has directed the NANC to "determine whether a

8 Comments Via E-Mail, Letter from Charles Ghini, Deputy ChiefInformation Officer, State
Technology Office, Florida Department Management Services, to FCC, CC Docket No. 99­
200 (dated June 30, 2000).

9 Petitions for reconsideration are due July 17,2000.
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meaningful economic fee structure for reserved numbers could be developed ....,,10 It

makes little sense for the Commission to allow the 45-day rule to go into effect and

subsequently adopt a rule permitting customers to pay to extend the reservation period. In

the interim, many customers will have been harmed. Those customers willing to pay a fee to

extend the reservation period will have been denied that opportunity. More importantly,

numbers previously reserved on their behalf will likely have been reassigned to other

customers.

Finally, no significant harm to third parties will result from granting the stay. Neither

consumers nor competing carriers will be harmed because such action will merely preserve

the status quo pending further Commission review. In fact, as demonstrated above, a stay

will serve the public interest by protecting a large group of subscribers.

10 NRO Order, ~ 25.
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CONCLUSION

For all of the foregoing reasons, BellSouth respectfully requests an immediate stay of

the effecrive date of the 45-day reservation requirement. Grant of the stay is warranted to

avoid harm to a large segment of customers.

Respectfully submitted.

BELLSOUTH CORPORATION

Its Attorneys

July 10, 2000

By:
.R b

Angela . Brown
1155 Peachtree Street, N.E.
Suite 1700
Atlanta, GA 30309-36 t0
(404) 249-4839
(404) 249-3392
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I do hereby certify that I have this 10th day ofJuly, 2000, served the following

parties to this BELLSOUTHEMERGENCYPETITION FOR PARTIAL STAY,

reference CC Docket No. 99-200, by hand delivery, or by placing a true and correct copy

of the same in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the parties as set

forth on the attached sexvice list.

~L~
Rachelle L. Thomas

*Vitl Hand Delivery
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